no                      INDIES   ADVENTURE

all his friars died, while young Afonso de Noronha spent a
dreary three years there, ill all the time. When Duarte de
Lemos visited Socotra, D. Afonso begged that lie might be
relieved and given a ship to sail for India to join his uncle
and his brother there. Duarte dc Lemos consented and left
a ship for him, but the vessel was rotten and sank in harbour,
so D. Afonso had to wait a few months more.

Meanwhile Duarte de Lemos, seized with the iirgc to
fight Ormuz, dispatched one of his captains to the Governor
to ask for reinforcements. Albuquerque, who considered
Ormuz his particular preserve, did not respond with en-
thusiasm. The messenger arrived when he and the Marshal
were about to sail for Calicut, " You come at a moment,"
said Albuquerque, "when there is not time to put on a
shirt!" After Calicut he would see what could be done. He
then sent word to Duarte de Lemos that lie was preparing
his fleet for the Red Sea. They could join forces at Socotra.
proceed together to Suez and tackle Ormux on their return,
This was not what Duarte de Lemos wanted, but Albuquerque
had his own score to settle with, Onuuz.

The Governor overhauled his fleet with such dispatch
that in less than a month the whole squadron was ready to
leave Cochin, Just before they sailed the Samorin once
more showed signs of interest. That potentate had been
anxiously conjecturing what form .1). Manuel's vengeance
for the Marshal's death was most likely to take. Deciding
that prevention was better than cure, he once more sug-
gested to Albuquerque that they might come to terms. He
was even prepared, if necessary, to erect a fortress at his own
expense.

Seeing him apparently so eager, Albuquerque decided
that it would do no harm to keep him in suspense, He
returned a pleasant but not wholly reassuring answer: he
could give no definite reply, he said, till he had seen what the
King wrote about the Marshal's death. He might call for
sanguinary reprisals. But, like all great kings, 1). Manuel
was magnanimous. Those that repented of their errors he